
YOUR NEW HOME 

Water Features, 
Ponds a n d Streamscapes 
By Janet Green 

Wli \  build a water feature this year? 
Landscaping in the Sierra can be some of 
the most difficult you will ever do. So why, 
in fact, \\'ould you want to when you can be 
out hiking, playing golf, tennis or enjoying 
any of the other great ways to spend your 
leisure time in this gorgeous area? 

First, a water feature is a good way to 
cover the ground i f you have an unsighdy 
yard. It takes up a lot of space without 
the maintenance of mowing, trimming 
or fertilizing that a conventional lawn 
would require. Another good reason is to 
attract wildUfe. Imagine more birds sing
ing outside your windows or hearing the 
soothing sound of running water. A water 
feature can provide a restful and interest
ing tableau in your yard, improving your 
property and becoming something of a 
showcase to entertain arovmd. 

Some water features may not get fin
ished because of our short season. For this 
reason, advanced planning in this climate 
is the key to completing your pond or 
streamscape. I f you start now, you can be 
enjoying all the benefits this summer! 

The first step is to look at the lay of the 
land. I f your site is steep, incorporating 
rock walls and steps can create waterfalls 
ending in a reflecting pool. I f your site is 
flat, you can incorporate a dry creek into 
your pond and make it seem larger. You 
can also incorporate fish and water lov
ing plants in the water. You might want 
to have clear running water, or water with 
plants and fish in it. These alternatives 
require different filters, so you need to 
decide what's most important. Look at lots 
of pictures from books. Ortho and Sunset 

make books with wonderful pictures and 
construction details i f you decide to do it 
yourself 

After you have decided on the shape 
and area you want to cover, the best way to 
start is to draw up your plans to a measur
able scale, to figure out how much water 
you are going to be moving. You want 
to size your pump to re-circulate all the 
water at least once a day. Plants and fish 
act as biological filters, where clear water 
requires another. Something else to con
sider when planning a water feature, is that 
depending on your area, adding coverage 
may trigger permitting issues, so check 
with your local agency or homeowners' 
association design review board. 

I f your site has good access for equip
ment, a backhoe is a good way to excavate 
the earth. Start with the sides, which will 
form a shallow shelf, and work toward the 
middle so that the soil doesn't cave in. 
Permits are required for moving a lot of 
earth so check with your excavator before 
you dig. Additionally, call underground 
service alert before you dig to make sure 
you don't rip up your gas line or other 
equally distressing utility. Any hole deeper 
than three feet will also trigger permit and 
safety issues, so it's easier i f you keep it 
fairly shallow. Check the perimeter with a 
level to make sure the water level is even 
all the way around. 

After you dig out your perimeter and 
the base, you need to add your piping and 
line it. Poly liners are a good way to keep 
the water from absorbing into the ground. 
Liquid gunnite can be used to spray onto 
the surface of the soil as well, but i t looks 

like cement so you should either color it or 
cover it. Also, you will need to let it cure 
before introducing fish and plants because 
of the chemicals released at the time of 
curing. Adding rocks around the edge is 
something that can either make or break 
the look of the pond. Avoid lining the 
edge with rocks of equal size, because your 
water feature will look artificial. Add elec
trical lines for connecting your sump for 
periodic drainage, and Hghting to enhance 
the look of your feature at night. 

Now is a good time to take a hike, 
literally. In natural systems you will find a 
boulder right in the middle of the stream 
and the edges softened with plants and the 
occasional boulder. Take pictures and see 
how closely you can mimic your natural 
scene. This is the fun part; the real artist 
in you emerges. 

Once you have your shell, you will then 
outfit it with a pump, filter and skimmer 
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FIRST AMERICAN TITLE COMPANY 

An Overwhelming Majority of Sellers 
Feel Their Commission Was 'Well Spent' 

From the moment you consider selling you will benefit from choosing a 
professional Real Estate Agent to list your home, and we are confident that 
working with First American Title will ensure a smooth and pleasant experience 
for everyone involved. Your Agent knows how to specifically target advertise 
and use all of the marketing tools available to expediently sell your home 
by conducting a variety of efforts on your behalf. Most importantly, when it 
comes to closing your escrow, your Real Estate Agent can be invaluable, by 
leading you through the paperwork, negotiations, and familiarizing you with 
insurance, property disclosures, inspection procedures and so much more. 

Keeping Your Best Interest's at Heart 
First American Title, Truckee Branch 530.587.4691 
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Mar. 16: St. Patrick's Day Celebration 
Held at Fitzgerald's Casino in Reno, NV. 
Think green and celebrate with traditional 
Irish food and live music. The event features 
an arts and crafts fair and a "Ceilidh", a 
party with Celtic music and dancing. Call 
(775) 785-3300 for more information. 

April 26: Reno Jazz Festival 
This annual festival hosts hundreds of 
performances and clinics featuring Jazz 
artists from around the nation, along with 
middle school, high school and college 
groups from the western region. For 
locations and times of specific events during 
this three-day festival call (775) 784-4046. 

EASTER EVENTS 

Apr 7: Easter Egg Hunt 
Truckee River Regional Park is the place 
for this holiday favorite. Sponsored by the 
Truckee Donner Recreation and Park District. 
(530) 582-7720 

April 8: Northstar-At-Tahoe 
Holiday festivities including a fun obstacle 
course race designed for kids, raw egg toss, 
Easter egg hunt, an appearance by the 
Easter Bunny and an interdenominational 
church service at the top of Vista 
Express Chairlift at 2 pm. For times and 
details call (530) 562-1010 or log on to 
northstarattahoe.com. 

snowboards permitted) Tahoe Resorts 
Ministries hosts a service at 2 pm. by 
the Cross at the top of Links. Or enjoy 
traditional services at the Squaw Valley 
Chapel at 10 am. 

April 8: Village at Squaw Valley USA 
Great Easter Egg hunt sectioned off by age 
group begins at noon. Hunt for the coveted 
gold and silver eggs for the big prizes. After 
the hunt, visit with the Easter Bunny until 
4 pm. 

OUTDOOR RECREATION 

Mar. 17: Toyota Sick & Twisted Half pipe 
Sugar Bowl Ski Resort and SnowBomb 
will host Lake Tahoe and Truckee's leading 
freestyle competition series. Competitors 
win cash and sponsor products. For more 
information call (530) 426-9000. 

Mar 17: 10*'' Annual Bud Light Ladies Day 
Mt. Rose Ski Resort offers this fun event. 
On a day of bad taste, men purchase their 
lift tickets for just $10 as long as they dress 
like women! Of course ladies only have to 
pay $10 for their tickets too. The men will 
have a chance to win money and prizes in 
the "drag race" and "beauty and beast" 
contest. Call (775) 849-0704 for details. 

Mar. 24: Banana Split Extravaganza 
Tahoe Donner Downhill ski area will host 
this annual event at 12:30 p.m. Come and 

404-9213. 

COMMUNITY 

Mar. 24: Ski for Schools Day 
Sugar Bowl will offer specially priced lift "' 
tickets to benefit Truckee's Excellence 
in Education Foundation. Tickets may 
be purchased at all Porters' locations in 
Truckee, Tahoe and Incline Village. For more 
information call (530) 550-7984. 

April 1 Sierra Senior Services Pancake 
Breakfast 
To be held at the Senior Center, off Brock-
way Road in Truckee. A delicious breakfast 
includes pancakes, eggs (any style), sausage 
or bacon, coffee, tea, milk or juice. Pro
ceeds benefit the Senior programs. Cost for 
the breakfast will be, adults $5.00, children 
(under 12) $3.00. Sponsored by the Sorop-
timist Club. For more information call (530) 
550-7600 

April 29: Lake Tahoe Truckee Earth Day 
The Village at Squaw Valley USA celebrates 
and promotes the region's unique beauty 
and educates the public regarding how to 
preserve and protect it. Free admission, free 
transportation by T.A.R.T. to the festival, live 
music, food and drink, arts and crafts, kids' 
activities and beer tasting. Log on to 
vvww.tahoetruckeeearthday.org or call 
(530) 582-0434. ^ 
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to keep it clean. Add water and monitor 
your systems. You will want to maintain 
the water level, so the first few weeks are 
important to pay attention to how it looks. 

This should be easy. After all, your hard 
work has finished and you now get to sit 
back and enjoy the view. 

Even with this lovely vision, you still 
may have concerns. You may worry that 
mosquitoes could be a problem. They are 
easily controlled by adding fish or tablets 
to your water. Also, bats eat thousands of 
mosquitoes a day and bat guano is a great 
source of liquid fertilizer, so attracting bats 
is very beneficial to gardeners. 

You may worry that raccoons will eat 
the fish. This is easily handled by adding 
a terracotta flue or other hollow container 
under water so that the fish can retreat. 

If you decide on a Koi pond don't worry 
about the freezing winters. The Koi will 
hibernate and come back year after year. 

If your edges are secure, raccoons will 
not be able to hft the liner, so bury the 
liner under large boulders or top with con
crete and then cover with soil and plants. 

A water feature in your yard is still 
one of the best ways to landscape for the 
return on your investment. You will be 
able to enjoy this feature for years to come 
with very little maintenance. It will attract 
song birds and wild life and delight your 
family and friends. Your water feature will 
become the highlight of your garden! \ 
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